THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

it.1 Mr. Churchill repeated his warning in the
Commons on December 19. cThe winter season5, he
said, 'offers some advantages to an invader to
counterbalance those which belong to the summer
season. It would be a very great lack of prudence, a
lack of prudence amounting to a crime, if vigilance
were relaxed in our Armies here at home, or if in any
way it was assumed that the danger of invasion had
passed.'
The Bombing of the Invasion Ports
Our reply to the German threat which began to
take visible form in September was the systematic
battering of the 'invasion ports5 from the air. An Air
Ministry Bulletin (No. 2065) of October 23 con-
tained a brief resumti of the operations of the Royal
Air Force against the ports. 'Since the first threat
of invasion was made early last month3, said the
Bulletin, 'pilots of the R.A.F. have kept a constant
watch on all the German sea bases from Narvik in
the north to Bordeaux in the south, a distance of
about 2000 miles, and there is little doubt that their
vigilance and harassing tactics have greatly inter-
fered with the enemy's plan. . . . From the first day
1 Evidence that an invasion was in fact intended in the
autumn-was afforded by the conviction of three German agents
under the Treachery Act on November 122. They came to this
country, equipped with radio transmitting sets, for the purpose
of'collecting military information, and were promised, they
"* alleged, that they would shortly be relieved by the invading
German forces. When they came here was not definitely dis-
closed, but from .a broadcast talk about the case given by an
Intelligence Officer on December 10 it appeared that they
arrived before the middle of September.
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